The Jehovah's Witness family, transfusions, and pediatric day surgery.
The pediatric otolaryngologist and anesthesiologist, when encountering a family of the Jehovah's Witness (JW) faith, should be aware of the potential problems which may arise when deciding to proceed with surgery. Two case reports are presented which illustrate the difficult situations which can occur when unanticipated complications (i.e. profound bleeding) arise perioperatively. An overview of the history and common tenets of the JW faith, previous legal perspectives, pertinent clinical information from the medical literature, and the protocol of The Children's Hospital, Denver, for dealing with this sensitive issue (drafted with the cooperation of the local JW Hospital Liaison Committee) are presented.